The Greening Richmond Project

Introduction

Environmental education at an elementary school
level is a major building block to a more
sustainable future. The Greening Richmond
Project was developed to assist elementary
schools to build environmental awareness and
supplement existing curriculum. The Niagara
Research team partnered with a pilot school In
Thorold, Ontario, Richmond Street Public
Elementary School, to help it achieve Ontario
EcoSchools status. With the support of a variety
of community organizations the project has been
able to address 3 major environmental iIssues:
Waste, Energy and Schoolyard Naturalization.
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The objective of The Greening Richmond Project

IS to spread awareness of environmental issues to

the students, staff and affiliated community

members. The ultimate goal is a sustainable future

for the school community.

Method

f The Niagara Research team and Faculty
Member met with the Richmond Street School
lead teacher and school administrators.

f The group established a student Green Team
representing grade levels from 4-8.

f The research team assisted the Green Team to
set expectations, mission, goals, and specific
responsibilities.

f Contact was made with various organizations to
collect resources that can assist the School In
achieving its goals.

f Once these essentials were In place, the team
began to implement greening initiatives needed
to achieve environmental goals.

f To launch the Initiative the team hosted a
school-wide assembly at Richmond Street

School and included students from E.L.Crossley

Secondary School.
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Results

Implementing The Greening Richmond Project
enables the school to achieve various benefits as
listed below:

T Financial savings from energy conservation that
can be re-invested In the school to enhance the
environmental resources available to the
students

TImproved awareness of prevalent environmental
ISsues

TEnhanced reputation within the community by
demonstrating environmental consciousness
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