[image: image1.png]



NIAGARA COLLEGE KNIGHTS HALL OF FAME

2008 INDUCTEES

Ginni Llord

1999 - 2003

Ginni Llord of St. Catharines, Ontario was a member of the Niagara College Knights women’s volleyball team for four years, during which she became one of the top scorers in the Ontario Colleges Athletic Association. In her final year with the Knights, Ginni helped lead the team to its most successful season since 1970 with an outstanding record of 15-1, its first-ever Western Region title, and a silver medal in the OCAA Championships. The team was also ranked among the top 15 teams in the Canadian Colleges Athletic Association for the first time in the program’s history. She led her team with a 192 kills, 13 stuffed blocks, 15 service aces for a total of 220 points and an average of 3.7 points per game which was third overall in the OCAA. Her career OCAA statistics included being third in kills with 556, fourth in total points with 676, seventh in stuffed blocks at 82, and eighth in aces with 74. Also in her final season, Ginni was selected OCAA Western Region League All-Star and named to the OCAA Championship All-Star team. In 2001-2002 she represented Niagara College at the Annual OCAA East West All-Star Game and named West Team most Valuable Player. That same year, Ginni was the recipient of the Niagara College Athlete of Distinction award and OCAA Athlete of the Week. In her final match on home court, she was recognized by Niagara College for her four years of dedication to intercollegiate sports with the Niagara College Award of Excellence. Her most memorable moment was defeating the top-ranked Durham Lords in the semi-finals to advance to the gold medal match at the 2003 OCAA Championship. Ginni is a graduate of the Child Youth Worker and General Arts and Science programs. In 2002-03, she received the greatest athletic honour the College bestows: the Niagara College Knights Female Athlete of the Year. Niagara College is honoured to induct Ginni Llord into the Niagara College Knights Hall of Fame.
Eliran Kikoss
2001 - 2004
Eliran Kikoss, formerly of the State of Israel, arrived at Niagara College in September 2001 and quickly made his mark with the Niagara Knights men’s basketball team by becoming the team’s top scorer in the guard position. In his first 12 league games he hit for 187 points and an average of 15.6 points per game. He was named an Ontario Colleges Athletic Association Western Region First Team All Star and won the OCAA Annual All Star game three-point shooting competition as well as being named OCAA Athlete of the Week. In his second year, he helped lead the Knights to their first-ever OCAA Western Region title and a bye to the championships with an outstanding record of 10-2 in league play. They defeated the host Sheridan College Bruins – at the time one of the top six teams in the nation – for the Bronze medal. He continued to lead the Knights in scoring as he doubled his output from the first year with a total of 237 points and an average of 19.8 points-per-game, placing him sixth overall in the OCAA scoring race and third in the Western region. Again, Eliran represented the Knights in the three-point shooting competition and won the co-ed two-ball competitions. He was named to the OCAA Western Region Second Team All-Star and Championship All-Star teams. In his final year with the Knights, Eliran continued to lead the Knights in scoring with 183 points and an average of 15.3 points-per-game. He earned his second Western Region First Team All Star designation and was named OCAA Athlete of the Week. With all his success on the court, Eliran never lost sight of his dedication to academics and he was a two-time recipient of the OCAA All Academic and the CCAA Academic All Canadian awards in 2001-2002 and 2002–2003. In his final year Eliran was the recipient of the Niagara College Athlete of Distinction Award and he received the greatest athletic honour that the College bestows: the Male Athlete of the Year award. His most memorable moment was winning the OCAA Western Region Championship, first for Niagara’s Men’s Basketball program. He notes, “If you put your mind to it, you can accomplish anything.” Eliran is a graduate of the Electronic Engineering Technology program. Niagara College is honoured to induct Eliran Kikoss into the Niagara College Knights Hall of Fame.
Graeme Gaunt

1999 – 2003

Graeme Gaunt, of Chatham, Ontario, arrived at Niagara College in September of 1999, and since his arrival the Knights volleyball program has never looked back. With Graeme leading the way, the Knights became one of the top programs in the nation and accomplished what no other varsity league team has done in the history of Niagara College athletics. In the four year span of Graeme’s varsity athletic career, the Knights won two consecutive OCAA Gold Medal Championships, four consecutive Western Region titles, and three consecutive trips to the National championships. They finished fourth and seventh in the nation, and at one time ranked as high as third. The team captured two consecutive OCAA Silver Medals and had an outstanding record of 67 wins and 14 losses. 
The list of Graeme’s personal accomplishments was even more impressive. In his first year he quickly became one of the most dominating attackers in the OCAA and set a new season record for kills and individual scoring (214). That season he finished second in total points with 214 kills, 24 stuffed blocks, 12 service aces for a total of 250 points. After four years in the OCAA, he ranks second in kills with 655 and third in total points with 760. In both 1999- 2000 and 2000-2001 he was selected the OCAA Championship Most Valuable Player and named a CCAA Championship First Team All Star. In 2001- 2002 and in 2002-2003 he was named an OCAA Championship All-Star. He was selected OCAA League All-Star in three consecutive years from 1999 to 2003. Twice, Graeme represented the Knights on the Western Region All-Star team, and he was twice named OCAA Athlete of the Week. He was also the recipient of the Niagara College Athlete of Distinction Award. In his final year, Graeme led the league in kills with 176 and second in total points with 204 and finished the season in third place in league scoring with an average of five points per game. In front of a packed house and in his final match on home court, Graeme was honoured with the Award of Excellence for four years of dedication in intercollegiate sports. His most memorable moment was winning the colleges’ first major-sport OCAA Gold Medal Championship. In his first two seasons with the Knights, Graeme received the greatest athletic honour that the College bestows: the Niagara College Knights Male Athlete of the Year. Graeme is a graduate of the Police Foundations program and is now a member of the Niagara Regional Police Service. Niagara College is honoured to induct Graeme Gaunt into the Knights Hall of Fame. 
RALPH NERO (BUILDER)
1999 - 2007
Ralph Nero, of Welland, Ontario, was instrumental in building one of the top men’s collegiate basketball programs not only in Ontario, but in Canada. Competing in the most competitive and largest conference in the country, the Niagara College program has been represented on the basketball court by some of the most outstanding athletes in Ontario. The success of this program is due in large part to the outstanding dedication of Head Coach Ralph Nero. In his nearly 50 years of coaching – of which seven and a half years were spent as head coach of the Niagara Knights men’s basketball program – no one worked harder or gave more of his personal time than Coach Nero when it came to recruiting and preparing student athletes at Niagara College. His passion for the game and dedication to the success of his student athletes on the court and in the classroom was second to none. He worked tirelessly year round recruiting new athletes to keep his program competitive. In 2003, Niagara College introduced the Registrar’s Recruiting Excellence Award, recognizing an individual who, through athletics, represents the college in a positive manner and contributes to the college’s overall student recruitment and retention efforts. Not surprisingly, Coach Nero was the first recipient of this award. On the court, he directed the Knights to an impressive 64-26 record in league play. He also led the Knights to their only Ontario Colleges Athletic Association medal (Bronze) and Western Region title in 2002–2003, while appearing in six OCAA championships. We are forever grateful to Coach Nero’s dedication, leadership and love for the sport of basketball as well as the many lives he touched during his time at Niagara. It is with great honour that we induct Ralph Nero into the Niagara College Knights Hall of Fame.
RANDY CONLON (BUILDER)

1986 - 2008
Randy Conlon, of St. Catharines Ontario, started his athletic career at Niagara College as a member of the men’s basketball team in 1986-87. After the cancellation of the basketball program, Randy became the beat reporter for the Niagara News covering men’s volleyball. Shortly after graduating, he joined the College as a staff member in the Marketing department. In 1993-94, he started coaching the College’s touch football team, which became the top touch football program in Ontario. In his first three years with the team, Niagara captured three consecutive OCAA Championships. Two bronze medals followed before the Knights returned to the top of the OCAA with their fourth gold medal in six years. He led the team to three more OCAA bronze medals before bringing two more OCAA titles back to Niagara in 2004 and 2005. In his final season – the final year of touch football in the OCAA – Niagara brought home yet another bronze medal – Randy’s twelfth medal in 13 years as the touch football coach at Niagara College. In total, he led the touch football program to six OCAA gold and six OCAA bronze medals. Randy was also instrumental in the rebirth of the men’s basketball team when he took over as head coach in 1994-95. In his three-plus seasons as head coach, Randy helped turn the former Division II program into a perennial contender when the OCAA restructured the basketball league from two divisions into one. In 2000 he returned to the program as an assistant coach, working under his mentor and fellow Hall of Fame inductee Ralph Nero. He was part of the coaching staff that helped bring the men’s basketball program its only medal – a bronze – in 2003. He remains an assistant coach with the program today. As an athlete, a staff member and a coach, Randy has touched the lives of hundreds of student athletes over the past 20 years. Niagara College is honoured to induct Randy Conlon into the Niagara College Knights Hall of Fame.

LOU DIMATTIO

1973-2002
During her 34-year career at Niagara College, Lou DiMattio has touched the lives of the thousands of people who have been connected with Niagara College athletics – athletes, staff, and builders. As the assistant to four different Student Services Directors, Lou personally handled all administrative tasks - budget transactions, approvals, reporting, and communications. Over the years, Lou has capably handled over $6 million in Athletic funding, including the processes associated with hundreds of coaches’ contracts and varsity athlete scholarship applications. Lou also served as the official liaison to the Niagara College Student Administrative Council (SAC), providing valuable support, orientation, and guidance to elected student leaders, particularly the Vice Presidents of Athletics, ensuring the continuity of support and knowledge by our vital on-campus partners in the delivery of athletic programming at Niagara College. Without SAC’s ongoing trust in the college, operational and special project funding (like a new gym floor!) would not have been possible. Lou’s brand of critical behind-the-scenes support is sometimes taken for granted in large organizations; however at Niagara College, staff like Lou are treasured. A past recipient of the Niagara College Award of Excellence, Lou was also inducted into the SAC Hall of Fame.  One of Lou’s fondest memories of athletics at Niagara College occurred during the early 1980s when she played on the college team in a fundraising game against the California Cuties – a testament to her sense of dedication and commitment to go above and beyond the call of duty, and a true team player.
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