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April 16, 2008 







For Immediate Release

Many Hands to help Humane Society
Annual project will undertake improvements to outdoor facilities
Ground was broken today for the 11th Annual Many Hands project at the Niagara Falls Humane Society. The ceremony takes place in advance of the one-day eco-friendly renovation blitz, scheduled for Thursday, April 17 at the Humane Society’s facilities at 6025 Chippawa Parkway in Niagara Falls.

The annual project is organized by students in Niagara College’s Event Management post-graduate program. Each year, the project benefits a different local agency. More than 50 volunteers will take part in this year’s event, including students from the College’s Landscaping Technician and Construction Techniques programs. This year’s project has taken on an eco-friendly theme, and will focus on outdoor improvements, including tree planting, the creation of a memorial garden, bench installations and more.
"The Niagara Falls Humane Society is extremely excited about the Many Hands Project, and it is an honour to have been chosen as this years recipient,” said Shannon Digby, the Humane Society’s Manager of Community Relations. “The project will give the seven acres of grounds at the shelter a lift that has been needed for some time and will also allow us to enhance our volunteer program and give the community a chance to spend more time with animals in a beautiful peaceful setting prior to adopting.  The Many Hands group has gone above and beyond our expectations and we can’t wait to see the finished product.”
Event Management is a one-year post graduate program and part of Niagara College’s School of Hospitality and Tourism. The program prepares students for careers in the planning, promotion and execution of special events in the public, corporate and non-profit sectors. As part of the program, students organize a number of events, including the Wedding Bells and the Many Hands projects.

“This project serves as a great practical learning tool for the students in our program,” said Shelley Merlo, Coordinator of the Event Management program. “Aside from providing real-life experience in coordinating this type of event, it also provides an opportunity to learn the importance of giving back to the community.”

Canadian Tire Financial Services is the founding sponsor of the Many Hands Project. Additional sponsors include the St. Catharines Standard, Battlefield Rental Store, Grimo Nut Nursery, Intrinsik, Acorus Restoration and Trails End.
Note to Editors: Photos of the ceremony are available. The media is invited to attend the site on Thursday. The project begins at 9:30 a.m.
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