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January 29, 2008







For Immediate Release

McGuinty government praised for investment into colleges

Niagara College is applauding the McGuinty government’s announcement today of an additional $65 million for college education and training.

“We’ve made a strong business case for investment in College facilities, and today’s funding is a clear signal that the government recognizes the essential role that college graduates play in Ontario’s success,” said Niagara College President Dan Patterson. “This funding is vital to helping us equip students with high-quality education and training.”
The funding is targeted for infrastructure renewal and will be used to upgrade equipment and facilities to ensure students are effectively prepared for today’s specialized workplaces.

Higher education is becoming a necessity for many people in today’s economy. In fact, more than 90 per cent of the net new jobs created from 1997 to 2006 went to people with postsecondary education. For many people, that means acquiring college credentials.

College education and training is particularly important at this time, as the province manages economic challenges.

Colleges play an important part in retraining workers who have been laid off. The colleges will also play an important part in helping Ontario address the approaching skills shortage, as the baby boomers retire. Even with strong immigration levels, it is estimated Ontario will be short more than 360,000 skilled employees by 2025.

“Ontario has never had a greater need for college graduates,” Patterson said. “We look forward to continuing our partnership with the McGuinty government to ensure more people are able to fulfill their potential through a college education.”
With 6,350 full-time students, Niagara College offers more than 90 certificate, diploma, post-graduate and degree programs at campuses in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Niagara Falls and St. Catharines. Areas of specialization include hospitality and tourism, viticulture, technology, community safety, and media studies. The College is home to the globally recognized Niagara Culinary Institute and to Canada's first commercial teaching winery.
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