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December 13, 2007







For Immediate Release

Niagara students win provincial award for innovation
Student Administrative Council honoured for U>PASS
The Niagara College Student Administrative Council (SAC) has won a provincial award for excellence for its innovative U>Pass student public transit program.

The universal transit pass – instituted in 2007 after gaining approval in a student referendum – has earned SAC the Colleges Ontario “Student Innovation” Award.
The U>Pass program provides Niagara College students with access to transit on all Welland, Niagara Falls and St. Catharines transit systems for just one price and eliminates the need for students who travel to different campuses to pay fares to all transit systems. It also provides access to direct campus links between the Welland and Niagara-on-the-Lake Campuses, reduces the need for a using a personal vehicle to get to and from Niagara College, and can save students more than $400 per year in travel expenses.
The development of the U>PASS initiative required extensive negotiation between SAC and the transit systems involved as well as an effective public relations campaign to ensure students made an informed choice in the referendum.

“Our students spent countless hours researching transit schedules and preparing proposals and referendum documents,” said SAC President Heather Minow. “The results show that the work was very worthwhile – the feedback we’ve received is very positive and we’ve created something that increases convenience and saves students money.”

This marks the second year in a row that the leadership of Niagara College students – both past and present – has been recognized by Colleges Ontario. Last year, Niagara College alumni Mark Hardwick and Wes Beauchamp, along with student Chidi Opara, received student leadership awards.

“This speaks so highly to the initiative and leadership shown by our students,” said Niagara College President Dan Patterson. “It is these student leaders who enhance campus life at Niagara and I am so pleased to see their accomplishments recognized at the provincial level.” 

The Colleges Ontario Awards were established in 2000 to recognize individuals, organizations and volunteers who have made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of Ontario’s college system. 

The awards will be presented Feb. 11, 2008, at the Colleges Ontario annual conference in London.
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