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October 31, 2007







For Immediate Release

Peruvian Ambassador visits Niagara College
His Excellency Guillermo Russo, Ambassador of Peru, visited Niagara College this week where he met with College officials to discuss opportunities for educational partnerships.
The Ambassador’s visit was spurred by a forthcoming free trade agreement between Canada and Peru and increased opportunities for collaboration between the two countries.
During his visit on Oct. 29, Ambassador Russo met with the College’s Dean of Business, Neil Chartrand, Director of International, Jos Nolle and Vice President International, Martha Casson. The Ambassador outlined several exciting opportunities for collaboration between Niagara College and Peruvian colleges and universities and responded positively to the College’s interest in providing international trade training to various groups in Peru. The training would help develop the knowledge and skills necessary to capitalize on the developing trade opportunities between the two countries.

Niagara College has been active in southern Peru for the past three years as part of an institutional partnership with Instituto del Sur.  Funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and administered by the Association of Canadian Community Colleges (ACCC), the program is designed to reduce poverty by training disadvantaged individuals, and helping them to work in the developing tourism industry in Arequipa.

“We need more programs like this in Peru,” said Ambassador Russo.  “We will also benefit from new linkages that will help Peruvian businesses and students capitalize on training in all aspects related to international trade.”
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Note to editors: A photo of Ambassador Russo with College officials is available.
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