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October 25, 2007







For Immediate Release

Lyn Russo named Director of Development

Niagara College and the Niagara College Foundation are pleased to announce the appointment of Lyn Russo as the College’s new Director of Development.  

Russo, who was responsible for the College’s marketing and communications department from 1991 to 1998, returns to Niagara College following nine successful years at the Welland Hospital and Niagara Health System, where she served as Director of Communications, Executive Director of the Welland Hospital Foundation and South Niagara Campaign Director for the Niagara Health System. Her long list of accomplishments includes the launch of a successful $5.7 million Partners for Health Campaign and a subsequent campaign to fund the construction of a new emergency department at the Welland Hospital. Russo is a widely respected communications professional whose career includes experience as both a senior consultant and vice president in the private sector. 

“Lyn is a proven, successful fundraiser and communications professional whose contribution to the community is well known,” said Allan Magnacca, Chair of the Niagara College Foundation. “She is the ideal choice to lead the Niagara College Foundation as it supports the goals and direction of the College.  As an accomplished Niagara College alumna, I know she will be particularly successful as she helps to build a strong and active alumni community.”

As Director of Development, Russo will responsible for managing the College’s fundraising and alumni relations activities, including the coordination of annual bursaries and scholarships fundraising, special events, and building awareness of the Foundation’s activities and goals. In addition, she will play a key role in the ongoing development of Niagara College’s 40,000-plus alumni community.

Sean Kennedy, Foundation CEO and the College’s Vice President of Student and Community Relations, said that he was excited to have Russo return to Niagara College. “With her strong ties to our organization, Lyn brings a solid understanding of our vision and goals, as well as the significant role that the College plays in our community,” said Kennedy.

Russo is a graduate of Niagara College (Communication Arts), holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Management from SUNY Buffalo, and is a Certified Fundraising Executive (CFRE). Russo’s appointment is effective Nov. 12.

 “I am very excited about this opportunity to return to Niagara College, on the threshold of significant investment in the renewal of the Welland Campus, and to reach out to fellow alumni and other supporters to join me in funding bursaries and scholarships for deserving students,” said Russo.

With 6,350 full time students, Niagara College offers more than 90 diploma and advanced level programs at campuses in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls.  Areas of specialization include hospitality and tourism, technology and community safety.   The College is also home to the globally recognized Niagara Culinary Institute and to Canada’s first commercial teaching winery.
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For more information

Gordon Hunchak, Director, Marketing and Communications

(905) 735-2211 ext. 7567 (Office)  

(905) 650-7820 (Cell) 
Email: ghunchak@niagaracollege.ca
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