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October 12, 2007





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

More than 350 students to graduate at Fall Convocation
Former Wine Council president to receive honourary diploma

More than 350 graduates of Niagara College will receive diplomas or certificates during fall convocation ceremonies at the Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus on Thursday, October 18 at 
7 p.m.

The ceremony will honour graduates in several program areas, including Academic and General Studies, Business and Entrepreneurship, Community Safety and Fitness, Winery and Viticulture, Health and Community Studies, Hospitality and Tourism and Continuing Education.

“Our convocation ceremonies are the highlight of our academic year,” said Niagara College President Dan Patterson. “Convocation provides a showcase for our students’ success and celebrates the new opportunities that await our graduates.”

Linda Franklin, President and CEO of Colleges Ontario, will deliver the evening’s convocation address and will also receive an Honourary Diploma in Winery and Viticulture. Franklin has led Colleges Ontario – the marketing and advocacy association for Ontario’s 24 Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology – since February 2007. Prior to that, Franklin served as President of the Wine Council of Ontario for ten years. 
During the ceremony, a Dean’s Academic Medal will be presented to Amy Mulder of Smithville, who will graduate from the General Arts and Science University Transfer program. The Dean’s Academic Medal is given to the student with the highest academic average in each of the College’s academic divisions. Six other Dean’s Academic Medals were presented during Spring Convocation ceremonies this past June.
The ceremony will take place in the auditorium on the lower level of the Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus. A reception for graduates and guests will follow in the Campus courtyard.

With 6,350 full time students, Niagara College offers more than 90 diploma and advanced level programs at campuses in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls.  Areas of specialization include hospitality and tourism, technology and community safety.   The College is also home to the globally recognized Niagara Culinary Institute and to Canada’s first commercial teaching winery.
*Linda Franklin Bio Attached
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For more information, contact:

Gordon Hunchak

Director, Marketing and Communications

(905) 735-2211 ext. 7567 (Office)
(905) 650-7820 (Cell)

ghunchak@niagaracollege.ca
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BIOGRAPHY – LINDA FRANKLIN, PRESIDENT & CEO, COLLEGES ONTARIO
A skilled communicator and government relations expert, Linda Franklin is President and CEO of Colleges Ontario, the advocacy and marketing association for Ontario’s 24 colleges of applied arts and technology.  Under Linda’s leadership, Colleges Ontario works to advance a strong college system through advocacy and communications, research and policy development, and marketing.

Prior to joining Colleges Ontario in February 2007, Linda served as President of the Wine Council of Ontario for ten years.  Her achievements included developing a partnership with the LCBO and the Ontario government to develop a 20-year strategic plan, supported by $40 million in government and industry funding. 

Prior to joining the Wine Council, Linda worked as a writer and communications consultant, was director of communications for an Ontario regulatory body, and was head of a department charged with meeting the communications needs of MPPs at Queen’s Park.  She has also served as the Chief of Staff to an Ontario cabinet Minister.  Currently, she serves on the Board of Directors of Ontario Place.

Linda has a degree in English and History and an M.A. in journalism from the University of Western Ontario.  
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