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September 28, 2007 







For Immediate Release

College launches Workplace Development Services
Pilot project to help small and medium sized businesses

Niagara College launched a new three-year pilot project today designed to help local small and medium sized businesses improve their workplace practices, foster a learning culture and enhance the productivity, promotability and employability of their workforce.

Under the name Workplace Development Services (WDS), the project represents a coalition of business and sectoral partners, including interested Chambers of Commerce. Workplace Development Services will offer consulting services in a number of areas, including organizational needs assessments, recruitment and retention of employees, and human resource development.
“For Niagara College, this is an opportunity to address an important need in our local economy,” said Bea Clark, Niagara College’s Director of Workforce and Business Development. “Effective workplace development practices benefit both workers and employers.” 

Over the course of the three-year pilot project, WDS will deliver no-cost consulting services to a minimum of 165 regional businesses from the manufacturing, agri-business and tourism sectors.

“Canada’s economy is driven by small-and-medium sized businesses, yet these enterprises often don’t have the tools they need to succeed,” said Amy Lemay, of Vista Science and Technology, one of the first WDS clients. “Programs like this help improve our competitiveness by addressing a critical need.”
Workplace Development Services is located at the College’s Maid of the Mist Campus in Niagara Falls, and is funded by Human Resources and Social Development Canada’s Workplace Skills Initiative.  
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