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September 10, 2007 







For Immediate Release

College’s first Green Day aims to raise environmental awareness
Niagara College’s Niagara Environmental Corps (NEC) will hold its first Green Day Sept. 12 to provide a forum for environmental issues.
The event takes place at the College’s Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus and will include exhibits, displays, a silent auction in support of NEC projects, a barbecue and a keynote address by Anjali Helferty of the Sierra Youth Coalition.

“Our goal is to engage our students, staff and members of the community in issues of environmental concern,” said Natalee Tokar, Research Project Manager and event organizer. The event will also serve to recruit new members and volunteers into the NEC.

The event begins at 10:30 a.m. and runs to 1:30 p.m. in the campus courtyard. Fourteen exhibitors will be on site and include representatives from various local municipalities, conservancy groups, nature clubs and industry. The Skyhunters Birds of Prey Exhibit will also be on hand. Speakers will include Niagara College President Dr. Dan Patterson, Jon Ogryzlo, Niagara College’s Dean of Environment, Horticulture and Agribusiness, faculty member Martin Smith, and Helferty.

Formed in September, 2006, the Niagara Environmental Corps works like a student council and currently includes close to 70 student members who take on roles and responsibilities for the organization. Members have already been involved in environmental projects, including the College’s Wetland Ridge Trail – 18 acres of wetland lagoons that run adjacent to the Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus vineyards and directly along the escarpment.

The Corps will form the basis of the College’s Greenbelt Youth Leaders project, which received a $25,000 grant from the Foundation.

The Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation’s grant will allow the College to complete the structure for the Niagara Environmental Corps, develop a “Junior Corps” for secondary school students and run at least two environmental projects in Niagara over the next year.

 “The focus of the Environmental Corps has been on long-term volunteer projects outside the classroom that will offer diverse learning, research and networking opportunities to our students,” said Martin Smith, Coordinator of the College’s Environmental Technician program. “Students can start contributing to environmental stewardship right now.”

Niagara College offers a number of diploma and graduate certificate programs in environmental education, including Environmental Technician, Environmental Management and Assessment, Ecosystem Restoration and Geospatial Management. The Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus runs adjacent to the Niagara Escarpment – a U.N.-designated World Biosphere Reserve.
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