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For Immediate Release

College’s Environmental Corps receives boost
Youth leaders project receives $25,000 grant from Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation

Niagara College’s Niagara Environmental Corps – a student group dedicated to managing environmental projects – received a boost recently thanks to the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation.
Formed last year, the Corps will form the basis of the College’s Greenbelt Youth Leaders project, which received a $25,000 grant from the Foundation.

“We hope to produce tomorrow’s environmental leaders, who will help the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation meet its goals and ensure environmental stewardship in our region,” said Marti Jurmain, Niagara College’s Director of Research and Innovation. “We will empower students to engage in issues of environmental concern.”

The Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation’s grant will allow the College to complete the structure for the Niagara Environmental Corps, develop a “Junior Corps” for secondary school students and run at least two environmental projects in Niagara over the next year.

The Corps, which works like a student council, currently includes close to 70 student members who take on roles and responsibilities for the organization. Members have already been involved in environmental projects, including the College’s Wetland Ridge Trail – 18 acres of wetland lagoons that run adjacent to the Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus vineyards and directly along the escarpment.

“The focus of the Environmental Corps has been on long-term volunteer projects outside the classroom that will offer diverse learning, research and networking opportunities to our students,” said Martin Smith, Coordinator of the College’s Environmental Technician program. “Students can start contributing to environmental stewardship right now.”

“The Environmental Corps has opened my eyes to all of the work that needs to be done in the environmental area,” said Kasia Zgurzynski, Corps Co-chair. “It has inspired me to get out and do the work necessary. It has helped me to apply what I’ve learned in my program to real-world projects.”

Niagara College offers a number of diploma and graduate certificate programs in environmental education, including Environmental Technician, Environmental Management and Assessment, Ecosystem Restoration and Geographic Information Systems. The Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus runs adjacent to the Niagara Escarpment – a U.N.-designated World Biosphere Reserve.
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