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June 1, 2007





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Jane Bergenstein to receive 
Governor-General’s Award

Jane Bergenstein, who will graduate from Niagara College’s Educational Assistant – Special Needs Support program, is this year’s recipient of the prestigious Governor-General’s of Canada Academic Award. Bergenstein will receive the award during Niagara College’s convocation ceremonies June 14 at 2 p.m.
Bergenstein, a lifelong resident of St. Catharines, is a mature student who will graduate with a 97.29 percent academic average. The mother of two young children is currently working as an Educational Assistant with the Niagara Peninsula Children’s Centre and as a Support Worker with Community Living St. Catharines. She is also pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in psychology at Brock University.
“The Educational Assistant – Special Needs Support program is very comprehensive, and provided me with new areas of skills and knowledge,” Bergenstein said. “I look forward to advocating for change for people with disabilities.”
The first medals of the Governor-General were awarded in Canada in 1873 for achievement in fields such as marksmanship, skating, cricket and aquatics. The Earl of Dufferin, the third Governor-General after Confederation, inaugurated what has now become one of the most prestigious awards a student in a Canadian educational institution may receive – the Governor-General’s Academic Medal. 

There are four levels of the award, each reflecting the highest academic standing achieved at the various levels of study: Gold at the graduate level; Silver at the undergraduate level; Collegiate Bronze at the post-secondary diploma level; and Bronze at the secondary school level.
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