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May 17, 2007 







For Immediate Release

Mike Beccaria to lead men’s basketball Knights
Longtime assistant to Ralph Nero takes on head coaching role
Longtime Assistant Coach Mike Beccaria has been named Head Coach of the Niagara College Knights men’s basketball team, replacing Coach Ralph Nero, who passed away earlier this spring.
Beccaria served as an assistant to Nero for 18 years, the past eight as first assistant. Nero and Beccaria coached a number of programs, including Niagara College, Notre Dame College School, McMaster University and Brock University.
“Mike is a proven coach and is the natural choice to take over the team,” said Ray Sarkis, Niagara College Coordinator of Athletics and Recreation. “Mike will provide a sense of continuity in the program, and I’m confident he will build on the tradition of success established by Ralph Nero.”

Beccaria took over the head coach position on an interim basis last January when Nero fell ill. He guided the team to a successful finish to the season despite a lineup that featured nine rookies and a rash of player injuries.
Coach Beccaria and the Knights will see a change on the Ontario Colleges Athletics Association (OCAA) schedule next year thanks to a realignment of the league that reduced the three regions to two. As members of the West Region, the Knights will face two of the nation’s top programs: the Humber Hawks and the Sheridan Bruins.
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