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May 10, 2007 







For Immediate Release

Niagara College student to cook for Governor General

Baker - Apprentice to do his internship at Rideau Hall

Niagara College Baker - Apprentice Mike Hawryluk is off to Ottawa next week, where he’ll spend the summer cooking for the Governor General at Rideau Hall.   
“This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to hone my skills in an interesting and exciting environment,” said Hawryluk, a graduate of the Culinary Management program and a current student of the Baker-Apprenticeship program. Hawryluk is scheduled to graduate in the spring of 2008.

The Burlington native will work in the kitchen of the private dining room at Rideau Hall. He will cook for her Excellency the Right Honourable Michaëlle Jean and her family, along with any visiting foreign dignitaries and for special functions. Hawryluk’s specialty is pastry and savoury foods, but he looks forward to gaining experience in a wide range of foods and culinary techniques. 
Last November Hawryluk worked with Niagara College Chef/Professor Michael Olson at a week long event at Jasper Park Lodge, Alberta.  He was the 2007 recipient of the Tyson McKay Scholarship which is awarded to a student who exhibits a passion and finesse for culinary studies at Niagara College.
"This is a wonderful learning opportunity for Mike, and I think it reflects the top-notch reputation of Niagara College's culinary programs," said David Veres, Dean of Hospitality and Tourism. "Mike is an excellent student with strong skills and a great desire to learn. I know he will represent himself and the College very well at Rideau Hall."

The opportunity arose from a visit by the Governor General’s husband, his Excellency Jean-Daniel Lafond to the Niagara Culinary Institute in March.  Hawryluk was among the students at the event and met Lafond who was impressed by his skills and ambition. Hawryluk’s internship begins May 18 and will continue to September, with the possibility of extension.
Serving more than 6,300 full-time and 13,500 part-time students, Niagara College offers more than 90 diploma and advance level programs from campuses in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls.  Areas of specialization include hospitality and tourism, technology and community safety.  One of Canada’s most innovative and entrepreneurial colleges, Niagara College is home to the globally recognized Niagara Culinary Institute and Canada’s first commercial teaching winery.
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Note to editors: Photos are available.
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