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May 4, 2007 







For Immediate Release

Niagara College students tops at Skills Competition
College receives Excellence Award.
A Niagara College Hairstylist Apprentice has distinguished herself on the provincial stage by capturing the Gold medal at the Skills Canada – Ontario competition held recently in Waterloo. Kathy Luu of Niagara Falls will now represent Niagara College as a member Team Ontario at the Skills Canada National Competition in Saskatoon this June.
Luu received a perfect score in the hairdressing competition. In addition to her Gold medal, Niagara College received the Skills Canada Ontario Board of Director's Excellence Award in recognition of Luu’s perfect score. 
“We are very proud of Kathy,” said Kim Walker, Dean of Continuing Education. “The ongoing success of our Hairstylist apprentices is certainly a reflection of the quality of our skills programs.   We’ve experienced great success under the leadership of instructor, Alex Fortino.”

The 18th Annual Skills Canada provincial competition is an opportunity for elementary, secondary and post-secondary students to showcase their skills while promoting trades. Skills Canada-Ontario is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to promoting skilled trades and technologies as viable, first choice career options to Ontario youth.   Niagara College was among the hosts of the regional portion of the Skills Canada-Ontario competitions in April. 
Niagara College has offered its Hairstylist Apprenticeship program since 1991. The program includes two levels, both in-class training and on-the-job training. Program components include health and safety, hair and scalp treatment, salon function, hair cutting and styling, permanent wave and chemical relaxing, and hair colouring and lightening. In November, 2005, the College opened new hairstyling labs at its Maid of the Mist Campus in Niagara Falls.

Hairstylist is one of nine apprenticeship programs offered by Niagara College. Apprenticeship is recognized as one of the most efficient methods of training and educating skilled tradespersons. Apprentices develop competency on the job as employers provide the practical training in the trade, while the College provides related academic training in co-operation with the Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities. 
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