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April 4, 2007 








For Immediate Release

Beautiful Smiles highlight Dental Health Month

Niagara College dental students, along with area dentists, Welland Transit and the United Way, have partnered to offer a community outreach initiative that provides oral care to local students who don’t have access to dental benefits.  

The Niagara College Smile for a Child Program began in February when the College’s Dental Hygiene students examined sixteen Welland students from Empire, Plymouth and Matthew schools.  The children had their teeth checked by dentist Dr. Day Hannah, x-rays taken where necessary and the students received a coronal polish, oral hygiene instruction, and fluoride treatment.  The United Way covered the equipment costs for each child and Welland Transit provided free bus service to and from Niagara College.  In March, another group of 18 students were seen. 

Children in need of restorative work will return to the Niagara College Dr. James Sim Dental Clinic for treatment on April 20 as part of Dental Health Month. Dentists from the community will be in the clinic volunteering their time to help with the necessary work.  Children will also get pit and fissure sealants done.  Sealants are placed in the tooth and sealed with an ultraviolet light.  The treatment helps prevent cavities in deep pits on the teeth.

“This is a win-win situation,” said Ruth McMullan Co-ordinator of the Dental Assisting Program.  “The children get much needed dental work and our students receive valuable hands-on lab and clinical experience.” 

The Niagara College Dr. James Sim Dental Clinic is operated by staff and students from the Dental Assisting, Dental Hygiene and Dental Office Administration programs. The Adult Dental Clinic is open Tuesday to Thursday from September to the end of May.  The Children’s Dental Clinic operates from January to May.
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