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March 12, 2007 







For Immediate Release

New Winemaker for NCT Winery
Terence van Rooyen takes helm of Canada’s only commercial teaching winery
Terence van Rooyen, M.Sc.Agric (Oenology), an award-winning winemaker and oenologist with a wealth of experience gained in South Africa and Canada, has been named Winemaker at the Niagara College Teaching Winery.
Van Rooyen, whose products have captured a long list of medals and other recognition, worked as a winemaker and brandy maker in South Africa, where he also taught aspiring vintners. Most recently, Van Rooyen was the Winemaker for Stonechurch Vineyards in Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON. He held a similar position with Cilento Wines of Woodbridge, ON. In 2002, the Liquor Control Board of Ontario’s Food & Drink Magazine listed Van Rooyen among eight “Ontario Superstar Winemakers.”

In his native South Africa, Van Rooyen worked for KWV Cellars and Gilbey’s Distiller’s & Vintners. He also served as an Associate Professor in the Department of Oenology at the University of Stellenbosch for several years. Van Rooyen has been involved in wine research projects, and will contribute to the College’s oenology research projects. 
“Terence has made his mark as a winemaker on two continents, and we’re very pleased to welcome him to Niagara College,” said Jon Ogryzlo, Dean of Environment, Horticulture and Agribusiness. “His diversity of experience, together with his past work as an educator will be of great benefit to our students and to the product that they produce.”

Van Rooyen holds two Bachelor of Science degrees and a Master of Science degree in Oenology from the University of Stellenbosch.
Niagara College offers a two-year Winery and Viticulture Technician program in which students gain a practical, hands-on education in all aspects of a winery operation. Key to the program are the College’s 38 acres of campus vineyards and the Niagara College Teaching Winery – Canada’s only commercial teaching winery, through which students produce VQA wines under the guidance of expert staff and faculty.
With 6,300 full-time students and 13,500 Continuing Education students, Niagara College offers more than 90 diploma and advanced level programs at campuses in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls. Areas of specialization include hospitality and tourism, technology and community safety. The College is also home to the globally recognized Niagara Culinary Institute.
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