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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Robert Bateman Secondary captures gold 
at high school cook off
Fort Erie Secondary tops in baking competition
The team of Kristen Allin and Lauren Samborski of Robert Bateman Secondary School in Burlington captured the Culinary Gold Medal today at the Third Annual Niagara Invitational High School Cook Off, held at Niagara College’s Niagara Culinary Institute in Niagara-on-the-Lake. For their efforts, Kristin and Lauren each took home a $1,000 scholarship for culinary programs at Niagara College.
Adam Sheridan and Anthony Giura of St. Paul High School in Niagara Falls placed second in the culinary competition, while Melissa Janzen and Rose Forte of Southwood Secondary in Cambridge placed third.

In the Baking Competition, Jocelyn Bradley of Fort Erie Secondary School won gold, followed by Victoria Brosseau of Robert Bateman Secondary and Katlynn Atwater of Fort Erie Secondary.

 “Our judges were very impressed by the talent and skill they saw in our kitchens today; it certainly bodes well for the future of our industry,” said Virginia Marr, Niagara College Chef Professor. “I hope this event was a great learning experience for all of the competitors, and a chance for them to measure their skills and progress against that of their peers.”
Twenty teams and seven baking participants representing 14 schools from Niagara, Brantford, Burlington, Caledonia and Cambridge participated in the competition. 
Each team prepared an appetizer and entrée using a “black box” ingredient list provided at registration. The teams were judged on culinary techniques, balance of menu, plate presentation, kitchen sanitation and taste. Baking competitors presented a fully decorated cake, two loaves of bread, four different styles of rolls and 18 assorted éclairs and cream puffs.
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