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February 28, 2007 







For Immediate Release

NC student first winner of International Trade award
Kari Spry recognized for her role in South African project
Kari Spry, a first-year student in Niagara College’s Bachelor of Applied Business - International Commerce and Global Development program, has been named the first-ever recipient of the Forum for International Trade Training (FITT) National Achievement Award.
The award recognizes a student who demonstrates initiative in promoting international trade in their community, college or university through leadership and academic excellence. Spry, originally from Cobourg Ontario, has carried her passion for the world of international trade over to many extracurricular activities. 
In March, 2006, Spry represented Niagara College in East London South Africa, where she worked as an International Project Manager as part of a Niagara College-facilitated sustainable development project. While in South Africa, Spry facilitated a successful year-round production and marketing of crafts by the Inxili Crafters (an underprivileged women business cooperative). The project, known as Fair Trade Niagara, seeks to raise awareness of fair trade issues and global importing opportunities.  It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions for producers and workers in developing countries.  
Spry is an active member of Advancing Canadian Entrepreneurship (ACE) Niagara, a student-run business club for which she has served as ACE Niagara president since April, 2006. Spry also lead a presentation on Fair Trade Niagara at the National ACE competition in Toronto in 2006.  
“We’re extremely proud that Kari’s notable achievements have been recognized on the national stage,” said Neil Chartrand, Dean of Business and Entrepreneurship. “We’re also pleased to have provided Kari with the opportunity to put her skills and knowledge to work in another part of the world, where she was able to make such a positive impact on the lives of others.”

The Forum for International Trade Training (FITT) is Canada’s international trade training and professional certification body and the leading membership-based organization of its kind in the world.  FITT sets the standards and designs the training programs for the professional designation. Spry will receive the award at the 10th Annual FITT Conference in Vancouver on April 1 and 2, 2007. 
Introduced in September, 2006, Niagara College’s Bachelor of Applied Business - International Commerce and Global Development program is a four-year applied degree program that includes a four-month work placement as well as an optional study-abroad component. The program is designed to provide graduates with the knowledge, skills and practical experience required to be effective international commerce practitioners and trans-national managers. The program also prepares graduates to work in the international development field.
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