[image: image1.png]





February 19, 2007 







For Immediate Release

NC alumni, student receive provincial awards
ACAATO honours Hardwick, Beauchamp and Opara for leadership
Two Niagara College graduates and a current student were honoured for leadership both on campus and off by the Association of Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology (ACAATO) at its annual conference today in Toronto.
Alumni Mark Hardwick and Wesley Beauchamp, both former Student Administrative Council (SAC) Presidents, received the ACAATO Student Leadership Award. As student leaders, both Beauchamp and Hardwick succeeded in enhancing the student life experience at the college through a number of initiatives, including the addition of dental benefits to the local student health plan. Beauchamp and Hardwick also spearheaded the development of new Niagara College scholarships and were active during the provincial “Fund Me Now” advocacy campaign, which called on the provincial government to increase funding for colleges.
Beauchamp graduated from Niagara College’s Business Administration – Accounting program in 2005. Hardwick is a graduate of the College’s Computer Programmer (2004) and Interactive Multimedia (Graduate Certificate – 2005) programs.
Chidi Boma Opara, a third-year student in Niagara College’s Computer Engineering Technology program, is the first-ever recipient of ACAATO’s Joan Homer Student Leadership Award. Opara’s many contributions include working with the International Student Peer Mentoring Program, serving as President of the College’s African-Caribbean Club, working as a peer tutor and participating on the College’s Students Who Advance Technology (SWAT) team. He’s served as project manager for many new initiatives including the College’s first Black History Month and the 2006 African-Caribbean Club Calendar, and worked on the College’s Leave the Pack Behind smoking cessation campaign – all while excelling academically as a member of the College’s Honour Roll. The community-minded Opara also finds time to coach youth soccer in Welland.
“This is a particularly proud day for Niagara College,” said President Dan Patterson. “Through leadership and initiative, all three of these young men have enhanced campus life at Niagara. We’re so pleased that their accomplishments have been recognized at the provincial level.”
ACAATO is an advocacy organization for Ontario’s 24 Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology. 

With 6,300 full-time students and 13,500 Continuing Education students, Niagara College offers more than 90 diploma and advanced level programs at campuses in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls. Areas of specialization include hospitality and tourism, technology and community safety. The College is home to the globally recognized Niagara Culinary Institute and to Canada’s first commercial teaching winery.
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