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February 16, 2007 







For Immediate Release

Students to spend Spring Break in South Africa
Business students will work on skills development project

Three Niagara College business students will spend their Spring Break in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa as part of the College’s sustainable skills project in the area.
Katelyn Finlay of Georgetown and Christopher Shimoji of Stoney Creek, who are both students in the College’s Business – Sales and Marketing program, along with Michael Poynton of Niagara-on-the-Lake, a student in the College’s Bachelor of Applied Business – International Commerce and Global Development program will travel to East London, South Africa on February 26 and spend 10 days working on the College’s Fair Trade initiative. Fair Trade is an alternative form of business based on dialogue, transparency and respect. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions for producers and workers in developing countries. The students will assist the Inxili Women’s Cooperative, which creates beaded jewelry and handicrafts.

“We’re very pleased to offer our students such a unique opportunity,” said Jos Nolle, Niagara College’s Director of International Education and Development. “It’s a chance for our students to apply the knowledge and skills they’ve gained through their programs of study while making a positive impact on the lives of people halfway around the world.”

Finlay, Shimoji and Poynton were selected from a pool of 45 applicants. This past weekend, they participated in a pre-departure orientation facilitated by the College’s International Education and Development Division. 

Niagara College is a leader in international education and development and has a long history of involvement in publicly and privately funded projects in many parts of the world. Currently, the College is involved in development projects in South Africa, Sri Lanka, Argentina and Peru.

The College’s Sustainable Skills Development project in the Eastern Cape is administered by the Association of Canadian Community Colleges (ACCC) and funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). Currently in its fourth year, the project is designed to build strategic partnership networks in education, government, industry and the community in support of poverty reduction through skills development and increased access to incomes and employment.
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