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February 13, 2007 







For Immediate Release

Niagara College grads tops at wine tasting competition
Two of Niagara College’s recent winery and viticulture graduates captured first place honours in the Third Annual Wine Tasting Challenge held at the Air Canada Centre in Toronto.
Sara d’Amato, a 2005 graduate of the College’s Winery and Viticulture Technician program, was the Grand Award Winner, placing first in the Professional category.   Paul Pender, a 2006 graduate of the same program, won first place in the Cool Climate Oenology and Viticulture Institute-VQA Round.
The Wine Tasting Challenge was created by the Renaissance Project and is intended to celebrate and profile excellence in Toronto/Ontario hospitality. The annual competition includes tasting in four categories. For more information on this annual event, visit www.winetastingchallenge.com
Since graduating, d’Amato has worked as Sommelier at the prestigious Four Seasons Hotel in Toronto. Paul Pender is currently the Assistant Winemaker at Tawse Winery in Vineland. 
“We are very proud of both Sara and Paul for their achievements,” said Steve Gill, Niagara College’s Manager of Wine and Viticulture. “We’re so pleased that they’ve taken the education they received here at Niagara College and are distinguishing themselves in the winery and hospitality industries.”
The Winery and Viticulture Technician program is a two-year diploma program, based at the college’s Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus. It is designed to prepare students for careers in the wine industry and focuses on winery operations, viticulture, and sales and marketing.  Through the award-winning Niagara College Teaching Winery – Canada’s first commercial teaching winery – and on-campus vineyards, students receive hands-on practical training in the heart of Canada’s leading wine region.
With 6,300 full-time students and 13,500 Continuing Education students, Niagara College offers more than 90 diploma and advanced level programs at campuses in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls. Areas of specialization include hospitality and tourism, technology and community safety. The College is home to the globally recognized Niagara Culinary Institute and to Canada’s first commercial teaching winery.

- 30 -

For more information:

Steve Gill,






 Michael Wales
Manager, Wine and Viticulture




 Communications Officer

Niagara College, NL Campus




 Niagara College, Welland Campus
905 641-2252 ext 4076





 905-735-2211 ext 7773
Enriching lives and fulfilling dreams by preparing students to pursue and achieve career success.

Telephone: (905) 735-2211 ( 641-2252 ( 374-7454 ( 563-3254     Fax: (905) 736-6020   Web Site: http://www.niagarac.on.ca

Enriching lives and fulfilling dreams by preparing students to pursue and achieve career success.

Telephone: (905) 735-2211 ( 641-2252 ( 374-7454 ( 563-3254     Fax: (905) 736-6020   Web Site: http://www.niagarac.on.ca


