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January 25, 2007 







For Immediate Release

Niagara College student first winner of new leadership award
Chidi Opara recognized for leadership, community service
Chidi Boma Opara, a third-year student in Niagara College’s Computer Engineering Technology program, has been named the first-ever recipient of the Association of Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology (ACAATO) Joan Homer Student Leadership Award.

Named for Joan Homer, a former President of ACAATO, the award was created to recognize the achievements and influences of a current student at an Ontario college who fosters leadership and growth in others. Opara, an International student from Nigeria, is a campus leader with an impressive record of involvement in a number of College clubs, associations and events.
“Chidi is one of those remarkable young people who, through his own actions and accomplishments, motivates those around him,” said Martha Casson, Niagara College’s Vice President International. “He is also a shining example of the positive contribution that our international students make to our College and our community.” 
Opara’s many contributions include working with the International Student Peer Mentoring Program, serving as President of the College’s African-Caribbean Club, working as a peer tutor and participating on the College’s Students Who Advance Technology (SWAT) team. He’s served as project manager for many new initiatives including the College’s first Black History Month and the 2006 African-Caribbean Club Calendar, and worked on the College’s Leave the Pack Behind smoking cessation campaign – all while excelling academically as a member of the College’s Honour Roll. The community-minded Opara also finds time to coach youth soccer in Welland.
ACAATO is an advocacy organization for Ontario’s 24 Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology. Opara will receive the award on February 19, 2007 at the ACAATO annual conference in Toronto. 
With 6,300 full-time students and 13,500 Continuing Education students, Niagara College offers more than 90 diploma and advanced level programs at campuses in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls. Areas of specialization include hospitality and tourism, technology and community safety. The College is home to the globally recognized Niagara Culinary Institute and to Canada’s first commercial teaching winery.
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