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                                          For Immediate Release
NIAGARA LINK gives students who have left high school a second chance

Niagara College part of a dual credit pilot project

Niagara College, in partnership with the local district school boards, has introduced a unique pilot project aimed at creating new opportunities for students who have left high school without a diploma.  Beginning in January, 2007, students are taking high school courses in a college setting.  
The pioneer project, called Niagara Link, is a joint initiative with the College, the District School Board of Niagara and the Niagara Catholic Separate School Board. Forty students from both boards are in a college classroom, working with two school board teachers, to simultaneously earn high school and college credits.  In addition to working towards completion of their Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) the students also take a College general elective course, where they integrate with the college students.  This course will be recognized as a college credit and go on the student’s college transcript. 
“The idea is to get them set for success, motivate them, and increase awareness that college is an option,” said Bev Davies, Co-ordinator of the General Arts and Science program at Niagara College.  “Some of these students have already applied for college programs for fall.  
The program represents a joint effort by Niagara College and the school boards to provide greater choices for students and more opportunity for them to graduate.  It allows high school students to experience the College environment while completing their high school diplomas. The program began this January at the College’s Niagara-on-the-Lake campus, where enrolled students also enjoy access to college facilities and services.  

“The learning environment at Niagara College is great for mature students who are eager to learn and make friends,” said student Cassandra Janzen, a student in the program.  “The support and welcome from teachers and students make this a unique and exciting program to be in.”
The Niagara Link initiative is jointly funded by Ministry of Education and Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities, through the School-College-Work Initiative, and is meant to create seamless pathways between high school and college.  It is aimed at students within four credits from graduating high school but have left the school system.  Students were selected from all over the region. 

“This also represents a unique recruitment tool for the College,” says Joyce Engel, Niagara College Vice-President Academic. “It gives these students a glimpse of the opportunities a college education provides and gives them incentive to succeed.”
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