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January 8, 2007 







For Immediate Release

Niagara College alumni win provincial award

Two recent Niagara College graduates have won a provincial award for excellence.

Wesley Beauchamp and Mark Hardwick, graduates of Niagara College, have won a 2007 ACAATO Award for their work as student administrative council presidents. ACAATO is the Association of Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology of Ontario, the advocacy organization that represents all 24 of Ontario’s colleges.

“We are very proud of Mark and Wesley and their work on behalf of students,” said Niagara College president Dan Patterson. “Both young men made important contributions to college life.”

Both Beauchamp and Hardwick succeeded in enhancing the student life experience at the college through such initiatives as adding dental benefits to the local student health plan. They have also spearheaded the development of more Niagara College scholarships and were active during the provincial “Fund Me Now” campaign urging the provincial government to increase funding for colleges.

The ACAATO Awards were established in 2000 to recognize individuals, organizations and volunteers who have made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of Ontario’s college system. 
Wesley Beauchamp and Mark Hardwick will be presented with the Student Leadership Award on February 19, 2007 at the ACAATO annual conference in Toronto.
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ATTACHED: BACKGROUNDER ON RECIPIENTS

BACKGROUNDER

2007 ACAATO AWARD RECIPIENTS

STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARD: MARK HARDWICK AND WESLEY BEAUCHAMP

Mark Hardwick, the student president at Niagara College’s Welland campus, and Wesley Beauchamp, the student president at the Niagara-on-the-Lake campus, have demonstrated the value of working together. Over their terms, both Hardwick and Beauchamp have succeeded in enhancing the student life experience through such initiatives as adding dental benefits to the local student health plan. They have also spearheaded the development of more Niagara College scholarships.

ACAATO AWARDS SELECTION COMMITTEE

Members of the selection panel for the sixth annual ACAATO Awards were Dr. Philip Steenkamp, the deputy minister of Training, Colleges and Universities, Len Crispino, the president and CEO of the Ontario Chamber of Commerce, Beverley Townsend, the past chair of ACAATO, Dr. Brian Desbiens the past president of Fleming College, and Tyler Charlebois the director of advocacy for the College Student Alliance.  

ACAATO is the Association of Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology of Ontario, the advocacy organization that represents all 24 of Ontario’s colleges.
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