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	The teaching of Science Inquiry to first year Science students is a relatively recent innovation at McMaster University.  Class sizes are kept small and top quality instructors 

are attracted to the program.  Teaching Inquiry means teaching research skills - skills which are universal to self-learning and skills which are highly sought after by employers.  The course has no "content;" it is all about the process of learning.  Teaching the fundamental skills of knowledge-gathering and knowledge dissemination lie at the heart of Inquiry.  Students are encouraged to be self-directed but are accountable to reasonably high standards of research, scholarship and presentation.  While research lies at the heart of a university's mandate, the novelty of this course is that it has been offered to entering Science students.  Evidence will be presented which shows that this course has had a real and demonstrated impact on the learning skills of Level 1 students who 

have taken the course compared to those who have not taken the course.


